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House Martin Activities

We have provided some additional ideas below for using some of the materials in this
pack, as well as other ideas for activities to help young people learn about house
martins.

Use house martin colouring pictures to:

¢ Make mobiles to hang from the ceiling

Use house martin facts to:

e Read out
e Cut out and use with house martin colouring pictures to do a fact hunt around the
room/playground/school with the pictures signposting where a fact is

Use the house martin summary - fill in the missing words:
e On its own for children to fill in
e Cut out words and use with house martin colouring pictures to have a word hunt
around the room/playground
¢ Discuss the meaning of words such as migrate, colonies, airborne
e To discuss geography of Africa to UK

Use the wordsearches:

e To discuss the stages of birds from egg to fledgling
e To discuss the meaning of words such as migration, airborne, altitude
e To discuss geography of Africa and UK

Use the classroom-based subject materials:

The materials can be used in any setting whether at school, as part of a youth club or
youth group, family learning, or self-learning. Designed around classroom-based
subjects they will support learning and development in the subject areas.

Ideas for use:
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e Have a day or week to celebrate house martins and use the materials within
classes, youth meetings, or at home

e As part of a topic lead subject on climate change, migration, or natural science
(use the symbols within the document to help)

e As a specific house martin project

Create a nest cup activity:

In a classroom or group of 30 children this could be done over 2 weeks, just like house
martins building a nests at pace.

Using plasticine or modelling clay, ask each child each day to add 5 small balls of
plasticine to the “nest” and flatten them into shape. It should take around 1500 small
balls to create the nest.

A clear disposable plastic bowl could be used to help create the nest shape. The bowl
needs to be approximately 13cm wide and 10cm deep. Cut one side of the bowl away
so that the remaining bowl is 20cm, then glue or stick a piece of cardboard over the cut
edge to mimic the wall of a house . Cut a hole at the top of the remaining side 2 cm
deep from the top edge and 5¢cm long. This should be central to the bowl. Place some
tape over the cut edges to prevent any sharp edges.

(If the bowl cannot be cut, glue or stick a piece of cardboard into the bowl so that one
side — the nest side is 20cm, and create an entrance hole with black card or paper 2cm
deep and 5cm wide and glue this to the inside of the bowl at the top of the nest side,
and central to the bowl.)

This is your nest cup shape with entrance hole.
The plasticine can be pressed into the cup shape to help create the form.
Once the nest has been made, explain that what the whole class has completed in

2 weeks can be completed by just 2 house martins, who are much smaller, and
have to fly to a mud patch to collect the mud for themselves.
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